The impact of pediatric HIV infection on emergency services.
A thorough understanding of the spectrum and ramifications of pediatric HIV infection is important to the emergency physician. Rising reports of cases in rural populations and the vertical transmission from mother to infant are important changes in HIV epidemiology. Nearly all organ systems are either directly or indirectly involved and problems encountered, including diagnostic and therapeutic considerations by organ system, are reviewed. The role of the emergency physician in caring for HIV-infected infants and children includes recognition, timely treatment of complications, protection of self and other health care workers, and protection of the immunocompromised child.